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STV GROUP Welcomes the Expansion of Patria’s Cooperation with Czech State-
Owned Enterprises for the Czech Army’s 8x8 Wheeled Armored Vehicle Re-
equipment Project 

Prague, May 6, 2026 - STV GROUP welcomes the signing of memorandums of cooperation 
between Patria and state-owned enterprises of the Ministry of Defense, specifically the 
Military Technical Institute (VTÚ), VOP CZ, and the Military Research Institute (VVÚ). The 
signing of memorandums of cooperation with these strategic partners represents another 
step toward the Czech defense industry’s involvement in the future project for a new 8x8 
wheeled armored vehicle for the Czech Army. 

STV GROUP has long collaborated with Patria on key projects for the Czech defense industry, 
including the Patria 6x6, Patria AMV XP 8x8 CZ platforms, and the NEMO 120 towed mortar 
system. The expansion of the network of Czech partners confirms the strategic importance of 
the project and the ambition to build a strong industrial, service, and technological base for 
modern armored vehicles in the Czech Republic. 

The Finnish company Patria is offering the Czech Republic the latest version of its battle-
proven AMV (Armored Modular Vehicle) platform, specifically the Patria AMV XP 8x8 CZ. AMV 
vehicles are in service with armed forces around the world and have extensive operational 
experience, with the advantage of full interoperability with our allies. The modifications offered 
for the AMV XP CZ platform meet all the requirements of the Czech Army in terms of 
capabilities and also provide for a high degree of localization, including maintenance and 
lifecycle support directly in the Czech Republic, all within a very fast delivery schedule. 

“Cooperation with Patria is highly strategic for STV GROUP in the long term. We appreciate 
that Patria is systematically expanding the involvement of the Czech defense industry and 
state-owned enterprises in the upcoming project to replace 8x8 wheeled armored vehicles 
with a platform ready for the 21st-century battlefield. We anticipate that dozens of Czech 
companies will be involved in the project. The Czech Republic can thus gain not only modern 
and battle-tested armored vehicles, but also significant and internationally competitive 
industrial capabilities with high added value, the transfer of production and advanced 
technologies, and a high degree of self-sufficiency in the areas of service, maintenance, and 
further vehicle development. We consider the planned industrial cooperation program to be 
unprecedented in the context of other contracts,” said Pavel Beran, Director of Special 
Projects at STV GROUP. 

“Patria has decades of proven experience in the development of armored vehicles, and 
technology transfer is a natural part of our business model. The Patria AMV XP 8x8 is the 
vehicle we have been developing the longest—it is a state-of-the-art modular and robust 
wheeled armored vehicle providing excellent firepower, protection, and mobility. We are 
pleased with the interest shown by new countries in the AMV XP family of vehicles and always 
look forward to building long-term partnerships,” said Patria President and CEO Panu Routila. 

“The signed memoranda of cooperation with key state-owned enterprises confirm our 
commitment to close collaboration with the Czech defense industry and to maximizing its 
involvement. We view Czech companies as strong partners, including within the global supply 
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chain. By combining our experience with technology transfer and the capabilities of Czech 
private and state-owned enterprises, we can deliver an effective and sustainable solution that 
will strengthen supply security and meet the requirements of the Czech Army,” said Jussi 
Järvinen, Executive Vice President of Patria’s Protected Mobility Division. 

STV GROUP has long supported the maximum involvement of the Czech defense industry in 
all strategic projects of the Czech Army and views all state-owned enterprises of the Ministry 
of Defense as key and natural partners for the success of the Czech Army’s modernization. In 
the event of the replacement of the generation-old Pandur vehicles with the new Patria AMV 
XP 8x8 CZ platform, Czech companies could gain a significant share in the production, 
integration, maintenance, and lifecycle of the vehicles, including involvement in Patria’s global 
supply chain. 

The Patria AMV XP 8x8 CZ platform is a modern modular armored vehicle offering a high level 
of protection, mobility, and firepower, and is in service with the armed forces of numerous 
countries around the world. The offer for the Czech Republic also emphasizes high-value-
added local production, technology transfer, and supply security within a broad consortium of 
domestic industry companies. 

About the Patria 8x8 AMV XP CZ 

The Patria AMV XP 8x8 CZ is a modern, next-generation wheeled armored vehicle designed 
for a wide range of combat and support missions. The vehicle is based on the long-proven 
AMV family, which is used by the armed forces of numerous NATO member states and partner 
countries around the world. The Patria AMV XP 8x8 CZ combines a high level of ballistic and 
mine protection, superior mobility in challenging terrain, and the ability to integrate various 
types of weaponry and specialized systems, precisely tailored to the requirements of the 
Czech Army. Patria’s offer to the Czech Republic also includes extensive technology transfer, a 
high proportion of domestic production, localized comprehensive service support, and the 
involvement of the Czech defense industry in both the production and the long-term life cycle 
of the vehicles. 

About Patria 

Patria is a modern Finnish company with an international reach and more than a century of 
tradition in the defense and advanced technology sectors. It operates as a manufacturer and 
supplier of solutions in key areas of land, maritime, and air defense. Patria operates in Finland, 
Sweden, Norway, Latvia, Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany, Poland, Slovakia, and Japan, 
among other countries, where successful transfers of production for the Patria 8x8 and Patria 
6x6 vehicles have taken place. The company is owned by the Finnish government (50.1%) and 
the Norwegian company Kongsberg Defence & Aerospace (49.9%). 

About STV GROUP 

STV GROUP is part of the prominent Czech industrial and defense group STV INVEST, which 
operates in the fields of ammunition production, military equipment, and the repair and 
modernization of armored vehicles and special defense systems. The group has long 
collaborated with domestic and foreign partners on projects supporting the defense 
capabilities of the Czech Republic and NATO member states. #MakingASaferWorld #Together 
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Media contact: 

Pavel Beran, Director of Special Projects, STV GROUP a.s. 

Tel.: +420 602 750 749, Email: pavel.beran@stvgroup.cz  

 

 

In the photo (from left): 

• Ivo Strejček, Project Manager, STV GROUP 

• Pavel Beran, Director of Special Projects, STV GROUP 

• Pavel Čuda, Director, Military Research Institute (VVÚ) 

• Jiří Kašpárek, Director, Military Technical Institute (VTÚ) 

• Panu Routila, President and CEO, Patria Group 

• Pasi Tuominen, Ambassador of Finland to Prague 

• Vlastimil Navrátil, Director, VOP CZ 

• Juha Joutsijoki, Commercial Director, Patria Protected Mobility 


